THE RIOTS OF 1749

later "by Order of the Court and the unanimous request
of the G-rand Jury."* There are a few other interesting
details. The address was given in the Town Court-House
near Westminster Hall. In' the resolution which Ms
Majesty's Justices of the Peace immediately passed, they
thanked Henry Fielding, Esq., for his "very loyal, learned,
ingenious, excellent and useful Charge, highly tending to
the service of his Majesty and Administration and Govern-
ment, "f In scope and method it is certainly a model
charge, on the lines of Lambarde, through the history of
the institution of grand juries and observations on the
high qualities demanded of them if they are to do their
duty, down to the distinction between a presentment and
an indictment and to specific instruction when to return a
true bill. Everywhere are displayed learning, zeal, and
acumen, with passages of grave and measured eloquence.
"This ingenious author and worthy magistrate," said "The
Monthly Beview," "has, in this little piece, with that
judgment, knowledge of the world, and of our excellent
laws (which the publick, indeed, could not but expect from
him) pointed out the reigning vices and corruptions of
the times, the legal and proper methods of curbing and
punishing them, and the great necessity of all magistrates
. . . vigorously exerting themselves in the duties of their
respective offices, "t

Fielding's charge was an address to the citizens of
Middlesex as much as to the officers of the law; it was a
manifesto setting forth the statutes relative to the minor
crimes which then went unpunished, and a solemn warning
that these statutes would now be enforced. This was really
the reason for the publication of the charge. Fielding
admonished the grand jurors that they were "the only

*"The St. James's Evening Post/' July 18-207 1749.
t The resolution was published with the '' Charge.''
* "The Monthly Beview," I, 239-240 (July, 1749).
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